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ABSTRACT

The research reported in this paver has three major
purposes: to assess the development of racial attitudes in urban
children, to evaluate the effects of race of examiner on children's
oxpressed attitudes, and to examine some of the vetrceptual correlates
of racial attitudes. Tt was predicied that older children would
perceive faces of another race as less distinctive from one another
than would vounger children. Two interrelated studivs wvere conducten,
The first was a testina proartn which assessed the rucial attitudes
of second, fourth, and sixth grade children. The varjiables were, in
addition to chronoloaical age: race of subject, race of examiner, and
type of testing instrument--direct questionnaire, Social Distance
Scele, and projective, The secoud study selected a subsample nf these
children, who vere instructed to {udge the similarity of schematic
dravings of facial vairs which varied systermatically alona a numbher
of stimulus dimensions. an apparent decline in prejudice with age was
obtained on a Airect questionnalre and Social Distance Scale, bhut was
not evidient on a more indirect reasure. This suggests that the
affects of social desivability must be considered, even in measuring
the attitudes of young children. (Yot avaflable {n hard copy due to
mrarginal legibility of oriainal document. ] (Muther/dN)
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The work I'm going to discuss today represents s.me prolhtnarvy.
dats obtafaed on & project concerned with tho messurewment of racfal
attitudes in children. Although we clearly 1ive in a society vhere
racial prodlems are extremely prominent, a perusal of the social science
1fterature in thie ares indicates thut resesrch and theory have not kept
pace with the magnitude of contemporary érof»ldna. In a recent roflﬁ .
desling with tho development of intergroup attitudes, for exsmple
(Proshansky, 1966), only about 13% of the over 200 studies cited vete -
conductod after 1960, Lo (

There sre & tamber o! reascns why meh of this earifer work wey "o -
longer be televant to today's soclety. The first has to do with the

{acreasiog vacrbalization of recial problna {o aces media. It wouid not ‘

Uupo1o67vs

be surprising, for exemple, to tind thlt childrean's attictudes, or #t hnt
their expression of thu.'.'havo changed c'mtgiuubly 88 & result of our
groving racial consciousness. The second fesue has to do with the methods
of sesessing attitudes. MNany of the uc}mlqun that have been tndinm\ly
used tO measure attitudes ia children sppear singutarly inappropriste

(e.3. Adorno gt al, 1950) and fnsensitive in the 1ight of the degres of

POOR OR/GINAL COPY. BEST
AVALABLE AT TIME ALMED




sophistication of today's youngoters,

The ressarch to be reported has three msjor purposas. The first
was to essers the devolopment of racial sttitudes in uctban children.
Towsrde thie end, several different types of weasurer wexe omployed,.
both direct snd indirect, with both black and wvhite elementary school
children. There je & particular paucity of ewpiricui fnformazion :
regarding black children's racial sttitudes, s somevhat surprieing gep
ia ou.r koovledge coasidering the enormous changes ¢ccurring 1o the dleck
community. A second purpose was to evaluete the effects of race o!.
examirsr on children'e exprecsed attitudes. A considsrable body of _
evidence attests to the fact that children's behuvior fe influenced by
the characterietics of the examfuner, snd socisl attitudes wight be
oxpected to reflect sinilar fufiuence. A final sim of the present .
resserch vas to exsmine péio of the perceptual norrelates of ravial etef-
tudes. It hae been found that ethnic zwarecess and cevegorisstion
davelopmentally preceds the adoption of coherent sttitudes. The quesiien
explored fu the preseat resesrch vee what developmental perceptual K

- changes ocewr 88 etiftudes decomd more crystallised in elesentary school

e o 2 N

children. Bow, for exewple, do childran of different ages view facfal
pd‘ln varging olong certain etfwulus charcctexiotice? Do judgmects of
tatere a#d fatra-rectal dff!tnaen show apecific developmental ti¥evde? '.
Based {n part on Dollard and Miltar'e hypothesia of scquired equivalence
of cvee resulting from tedele, it was predicted that older children |
vould parceive faces of another rece oo less distinctive feom one shother

the ould yousger children,
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In su atcempt to obtain informatiom with regsrd to thess questions,
tvo interrelated studies were conducted. The firet was a testing program
which assessed the racisl attitudes of second, fourth aud eixth grede
childrer. Tha varisbles which were studied, in sddition to chremolegicel
age, wore: race of ocudbject, rece of sxsainer, and typs of testisg
instremont (direct questiounaire, social distsnce scale, and projective).
The second study celected & subsample of thase children who were fustruce
ted to judge the stmilerity of schematic drewings of faciel peirs which
veried oystematically along & uusber of stimilus dimensions,

PROCKDURR

Sybiect. All subjecte ware drawn from a reclally iantegrated publie
elementery achool in New York Ofty. The neighdborhood the school dimw
ite population from wos largely lower-middie class. The sres had m-
viously been an sli-white neighdorhood which was oow undergoing & |
procsss of transitfen.

Rxpariment . A dattery of five tests were sdafnistered te o‘i‘n
second, fourth, an? sixth grede classes over two sassious. !&lpt
test was & Osnersl xncolonm Scale vhich elicited umo«oum
atatenents rvegardiag recial bealiefs sad practices. uooqi tu&m
& Bocial Distence Scalw. Uniika uruor. versicas vhich soked quctl'o_‘u'
repjarding adatract uchl labels, this teel: n‘o.od six actr 81 photogtaphs
ot childrea o9 stimuii. Quertions utout the “gm of fatimecy duln‘ (e
with each rasged from weatfog tv live u the e efty to faviting th
child home to dimmer. The etimuli ware pleufmo of tvo bleck, two vllu



oamd aggreseive oltuauou. ™he nltcmtuu vere rated in odnneo ‘

.gmn the {natructions vn Negro; for the othr. the exeminer wes 'h(\(, 1

. hads to the pepers, ool m: e were hnnom {a finding out whet ' i

ke

snd two Chiness children--ons of each sex--(ebow slide 1 and 2). The
thixd {netrument vas a noﬁatlu 8.a1e whick vas o children's version
of the instrument esploved by Rokesch with adelts., The Zourth, a
Se1f-Concept questionnsire, containnd ten positive and cen negstive
adjectives vith which the children described dDoth themselves and their
{desl images. Pinelly, 8 Projective rujudico test wos cdntnuur'od.
Thie latter “ast was an originsl fnetrument desigoed dy the senior
suthor, whick depicted slides of nblma faterracis) umnm.' m
children were asked to uloct vhich of severe altornatives were mest

tikely for each pic_turo. ‘Some depicted p»ut'n events, vhile othn

- as to degres of prejudice for children of esch recdal group (show nu«

3 a0d 8). L
l& R |

A total of 108 chndnn were tutod, t99 classea at each of the “i“:

threa age levels. FPor one classroce et nch grada lovet, the person ;,
i ‘.'\,

Both testers were Ionh. in their nlddlo mun. Io ol tmuau. ﬁ!'
13 ;\
e

both testars ware acnully present f{o tho rocm, The situstion was oqtn,.,

'.9. hone ror, oo that one pouoa vee elurly h ehr'o and the other -\

nmud ia the baek of tho room with tu projoecor. asd zollecting “Fh
papers. The sudjets vere told that thoy did ut have to affix u.m 's?

¥
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children of Jitfercat mr thouwght abou: dlthmt things. The quas- ‘i‘
vk

tioas weze reed sloud by the exeminer ln ohnrga to obviate sy uutq

AL¥ftoulties the cmam aight have n&. T
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Experimeut 11. Yor the sacond experiment a total of 60 dlack snd
vhite t:!a.ndnn at each of the thres grade levels were selected for
fodividuat nrccp;unl testiug. Withia esch age and zeciel group, half
wvere testad individually by a white exsminer, and half by & bDlack cxe-
sfoer. |

The perceptual testing employed the spparatus shotm in the elide
vhich {»s a conttméun oliding scalr (show siide 5). The provedure s
wore fully descrited fun Kats ot al (1970). The children weve instructed
that they were 20 wmove the lever to fodfcate how sfuilar two feces
tooxed. Oune 3ide was designated the identity side ("they tock exsctly
aiike - tike tvins"), and the other ss mextmal difference ("ss differenc

as they can be'), The slide pairs differed slong s munder of dm_usu_q .

focluding color, shade, type of expression, type of hair and shspe of
eyedrow (show exsmples on sliides). The stimli were schematic faces
deasn onto varyiog shedes of constructios paper. They were exposed

tachistoscepically for ose stcood, Oaly results with regard to dleck~
vhite peirs and Caucasien and Regro shade differvnces will be lnwau‘zf\,}'

[

.

Beperjwaat 1. Tha three teste puryporting to manture prejudice vnq

the General Intolerance Scale, Socs. . Viitames Scale and the Projeetive
Prejudice Test. The moene odtained on Goch of the three instrumente 19
contatned {a 7adle 1 of the hendont shedt. The total renge of possibie -

scores for each measure vas from sere n! tee oa Oeveral Istolersece
‘ . i ..

Scale, sero te aine of sach subsection of the Seclal Distence ecole, and.

o

;.l
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16 to 42 ou the Projective fustrument. In each instmcc, the higher
scores wera associsted with higher levels of prejudice.

Muttivaciate mlnu' of variance ware conducted on each test, vith
tha thres variables of 2ge, vete of oubject, and recea of exsmiver. |
Signiticant age differences (pe.00l) were obtained on the Oencral Iatele
eromce and 8g2ial Distance sceles. Os both of these {nstruments,
ssasured prejudictel attitudes appear to docling with sge. The abnm
of such developmontel trends with regerd to the Projective test, havnm.
suggasts that this seeming declice way sctually be reflecting the '
incruased sophistication of the older chitédren oen taste whera the nel_d&,ly
de~iredle responss is wore obviocus. ‘lﬁn. it would appesr that {a n )
futegrated Kerzthera nrb‘u pudtLe ochool; children are taught that tlny
are not expected to dlroctly axpross mntlu attitades « » s udnrb
of other recisl groups. mo fs clear (m the low I levels obuhd e ‘
by eixth graders on tho ox test, When pn}udlu {e massured by the -m
oubdtie aituwation of attrnntm ulovolnt or benevoleut behavier te :
sither oee's own or mthr raciel .tup. lomnr. the attitudes anug
to remain relatively cmluont throui out the elementery school u'q

One question fnitially raleed c vey ml th offect v1 the rece o!
uutur on ehildren's expresced -tuu.te.. !o sigadficre Alm‘hoq,
sssociated with rece of sidatiner wre omnu e either the Gecoral .'
Satolerence or the Prejostive tests. Mo pnnn rece of axsminer o!mi
vt obtained on the Soela) Distancs Scale, There wos, however, ¢ uﬂ’-
£1icoat ezenieer offect cmh regard to tlp om.m otimll, owch mc ‘
greater socisl distance u’ eifetted to these pietures with the Mack
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exsminer thsn with the vhite oune., mrmm, sn age x sxeminey offect
was found ilch regard te oppoefte race otimsil (i.0. Coucastsn plctures
for Negro children and Begro pictures for Ceucssisn children). This
{ntersction fndicated thet the white sxsmiver elicited wmere pm}odlud
responses then the black ene at the second grade level. The exsmiver
effect at this level may, once ggeiu, de reflecting the reletive teck
of test-tzging sophiatication on the part of the youngest children.

Comparisons of responses made by the black and white subjecte were
oot aignificent on the Ganersl Intolerance tost. Om the Projective taat,
howsver, the dlack children odtained scewhat higher prejudice scores
then whites (elthough w3 have vot yet bioken this dowm to see {f it {s
accounted for prinerily by more positive resposses to black or more
negative recponses te whites). Another significent rece of subject
~ effect wss cbtained with the ssme-ricy stimwli of the Socirl Dister
acele, On this letter {nstrument, dlack sudjects exprese wore criendlis
ness tovarde black chiléren then white subjects expressed to other
white children. Thi{s way fodlcate that coler 46 & wore calicut cwe foy
bleck children.,

Experinent 11. 1= the parceptusl study, the three types of slides
of major futerast sre thees vhich ditlered fu color (f.0. bVleck-white),
and the shade variations vithin each roce. The mesn similerity sceres
obtainad by each gresp on these various types of slides are conteined
{a Toble 2 of the hendowt sheet. The raege of possidle scorss wee froa
sore to twelve, with the higher scores being sssoeiated with grester per-
cofved distinctivensses of the ostimvlve paire.
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A repeated-oessures anslysis of verience cocnducted on these scores
ravealed several esignificant effects. The effect of typs of slide was
eigaificent, revealing, vot surprisingly, thet the dlack~vhite slides
wets gneerally seen as wost distinctive. A sigeificant age effect
fnfdcated » general decline in perceptusl distinctiveness with sge. The
race of sxaminer, however, revesled a contrary trend. When tasted by a
black exsatver, all color and ehade diffevences sppesred to bs ssplified,
Teces were judged as woze distinctive by the chitdren with a black teater.
In additiun to the three main effects, & eignificent (p¢.03) triple iwter-
action of exeminer x race of § x type of slide was fovnd. This intersction
revesled dilferentiasl effects of the two exsminsre oa black and vhite fe,
sost particularly with regard to the black-vhite slide peira. As can de
sean io Tedle 2, white sabjects judged dlack-white faciel paire ss wore
different then black subjects when tested by a white Bi dlack tester, the
situation vas reversed, however, snd black subjects reted the n.tu as
were distinctive thea 444 vhite sudjects. Oue possibla interpretation of
this findicg £ that the sudjects were more heoest when tested s as exge
siner of the ssee rece. An slternative interpretation, howvever, is that
4 croes-race exsminer wey have fxar:seed the uhjni'o acareness of the
‘underlying purpose of the task, with comsoquent -{ahiditions of differecee -~
Judgments. The growp that appeared maxiwslly sensitive to § differences
vas the black sixth graders. Their responses 10 bdlack-white paire diffeved
enorwonsly with white . Tt is peceibla that two different sets of soelailly
desirable velues are sseociated with sach type of §, f.0. with the vhite B,
£t o desiredle to sppear unprejudiced, vhoress vith the bleck §, sxpres.
sion of recial Ldentity wey be the wore {mpertinc tomsideration.

1a view of the difforences asscciated with type of slide, tudivides)




‘94‘

snalyses were conducted for the thres types of slides. These snslyses
reveal 8 sfignificant exemiver effect for all the tkree types (wore dif-
ference with bleck). The developmental declima in distiactivennss wese,
however, only significant for othur-race fasial pairs and not fOr Black-
white or same rece pairs. This findiog s 1o sccoexdsnce with fnitist
expectations regarding tho ugutnd equivslence of oweu. As athalc
labels becone wore firmly sstablished, fntra-group perceptusl Jiffovences
spparac sly decresse.

One additional finding of Aintarest with rvegerd to the snelysis of
~ same-yace stimli wes 8n age x race of § interaction (Fg 4 = 3.69, |
pe.0S). The wesns favolved in this intersction ave conteined is Teble 3
oa the handout shast. um a vhite axsuiner, intra-group perceptual |
differences with regerd to ihe child's own reciel growp iuceesse) with o
bleck exeminer, however, & decresse with ags fs fouod.

The findicgs of the first study indicate that the type of meseure f
esploysd difterentially effects the satire of developmentol trewd ebteiesd.
Aa epparent decline ia prejudice with oge \m »mua oa o direct «u-
tioonaire end foclel Distance scate, but'wes oot evidont ea & wore tutmt
projective nessurs. This suggests that the e!mu of sociel l»tub(llgy
wist be coasidered, even {2 weseuring c\c attitudes of youag ehildr«.

12 1o clesr thet eixth uo‘o chiléren Mﬁ llrn&y ‘“earasd vhst the .
hurm sttitudes, but that -

i
their greater test uun oophutluu« ssy be, ia part, couvnterected

aceeptadble responess ate nith regand to

by the wee Of wore subtla messures. Glgurly, wore euch weseures are -

ssdded 17 ve are golng to eccurately 000808 Mueh otmplex attitedes in
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The findings of the scond expariment revesled that children's
perceptions of facisl stfmuli sre {nfiuenced by a nuxber of factors,
fncluding the age of the child and the race of the examiner, The
developnental trends obtained indtcn_tcd that childzen dedifferentiate
shade differences of other racisl groups with iucressiug age. This
dedifforentistion process runs counter to the more typicsl finding in
perceptusl resesrch of increased distiunctiveness with iu. and this
difforence way represert one of the underlying processes nececsary for
the maintennnce of ethnic prejudice. It becomes wuch essler to gensral-
ize attitudes to a recial label when fintra-group differenccs are minimised.
It is futoresting to note that the perception of same-raece otiwmuli
showed s slight incresae in dfstinsctiveness, but only with & white
axaniner,

The effects associsted with the rsce of exominer were cowplex. Race
of tester did not sppear o be particularly fmportent in attiteude sssess-
ment, affecting only eome sudbsections of one of the tests ewployed. |
With regard to potccptunl ‘judgeents, huovcr. the presence of & black
exsminar appount!y aqllﬂ«l color duhmcu. for beth white and blut
children. The uacon for thic greater cplor asitlence is uwot entirely
clear. There are 2 nu-bc‘r of possible o&plamttm The first poesibi-~ |
1ity may have to do with the relative nmlty of being teated by &
black adult. Although tbc student body o! tha school used m fote-
grated, the tcaching ateff was predocivantly white. A second possibility
1s that the blisck tester may have increased the childrea's swireness of
ths underlying purpose of the testing., A thixd f{s that exsminers of
different rsces wmay indirectly provide the child with a different sets
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of asocially desirsble response alternativas. This explenstion appeared
wost plausidle in the sizth grade dlack subjects who minimised black-
whice differences vith a vhite exeiner, and meximized them with s
dlack examingr. A final possibility which must be congidered {s thet
the obteined examiner differencas were aot directly related to race,
but to other physical or pereonslity charscteristics. A clesr cholce
amttig these various slteruatives ol the color swplification finding
can only be made when a layer sempling of testexrs and schools are uged,

sooething we are planning to do {n the near futurs.
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TARLR 2
WEAN_PERCAVIVAT, STMILARTIY, SCORS
oo reemamnmnre e et DA T e BLECGR F
White Alack Blsck “hade White Shade White-Blwck PRlack Shade White Stade
BEP e o DAffoxemoen Differcmces Wiftovencas _ Differences rl’.i.”‘ers.u.cs.ijn___.._....l’if ferences
Second Gyxde %
White S8 + 4,42 3.46 1,92 1.7% 8,12 7.%0
Black 5 3.04 3.04 5,48 8.6F 7.22 1,32
Fourch frade
!
White 49 | 6,42 4,52 5.0 6.5 1 5.8 6,58
Black Ss 3.68 1.06 3,52 8.:6 7.36 8.12
Sixth Grade
Walte 88 | 3,14 2.20 3.26 4,34 4,12 3,72
Black Ss L.9¢ .40 2.20 7.54 4,58 5.42
f
|

TABLE 3

WTALS OF AGE x RACE OF E INTERACTION
ON SAME-RACE STI4JLT

TS -

6 333 A1S




